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Introduction  

This time last year, Speakersõ Corner Trust was little more than a concept. Twelve months on, we 
have concluded a highly successful consultation with some fifty organisations including think tanks, 
NGOs and Government departments, recruited an advisory council of distinguished politicians, 
academics, journalists and others - including most recently John Micklethwait, editor of The Economist 
- been incorporated as a not-for-profit company, achieved charitable status, secured our first grants, 
developed our new website - online from 20 December at www.speakerscornertrust.org - and 
undertaken our first UK pilot project in Nottingham. 
 
Now we are looking forward to a new year in which we will be launching the Nottingham project 
and, as funding allows, expanding both our UK and international programmes. 

Speakersõ Corner Nottingham 

In July SCT wrote to some forty civic and community leaders in Nottingham to gauge their support 
for a Speakersõ Corner initiative in their city. The response was overwhelmingly positive. Meetings 
have taken place with many of them over the intervening months with several pledging their own 
personal commitment and in some cases their organisationõs contribution to the project. 
 

Public support has also been very encouraging. 
In October, the Royal Society of Arts organised 
a Coffee House Challenge (CHC) - an RSA 
initiative designed to bring people together to 
talk about community issues - to test opinion on 
SCTõs proposals.  
 
The event was hosted by Starbucks, one of the 
CHCõs sponsors, at a coffee house in central 
Nottingham. It was a great success with an 
impressive attendance of local people of all ages 
and backgrounds expressing enthusiasm for the 
Speakersõ Corner project and proposing several 
original ideas on how to take it forward. 

 
There was also broad consensus about the need to bring people together to discuss anything from 
global warming to the most local of issues - and particularly those who have had little opportunity in 
the past to speak or be heard - and agreement too about the projectõs potential to provide both an 
important community focus and a new image for Nottingham. 

òSpeakersõ Corner Trust aims to promote free expression, public debate and active 
citizenship as a means of revitalising civil society in the UK and supporting its 

development in emerging democracies.ó 

http://www.speakerscornertrust.org/


Now a Nottingham Speakersõ Corner Committee comprising representatives of the public, 
private and voluntary sectors and the community is being established to guide the project 
over the longer term and will meet formally for the first time in the new year. 
 
SCT is working in close partnership 
with the City Council on plans for a 
major launch which will include the 
inauguration of the first formal 
Speakersõ Corner in the UK since an 
Act of Parliament in 1872 cleared the 
way for the original at Hyde Park 
Corner.  
 
The launch, scheduled for late 
February, will also feature an 

ambitious programme of public 
debates designed to engage a broad 
cross-section of Nottinghamõs diverse 
communities. 

Plans for SCTõs National Launch 

Progress over the last year in developing the Speakersõ Corner project 
and, in particular its Nottingham pilot, have provided the platform for 
the charityõs national launch which Clifford Chance has generously 
offered to host.  
 
Dates are currently being sought in the Spring of 2008 for an event 
which will feature the inaugural meeting of SCTõs Advisory Council 
followed by a major reception on the thirtieth floor of Clifford Chanceõs 
magnificent office building at Canary Wharf.  

 

Website 
SCTõs new website will play an increasingly important role as 
the Speakersõ Corner project develops, providing guidance to 
local communities on how to promote new projects as well as 
information, ideas and resources for those already running.  
 
It will also provide a platform for communication and debate 
for the developing network of local Speakersõ Corners both 
in the UK and overseas. 
 
A temporary website was launched in July but it has now 
been expanded to include a range of the materials which SCT 
has developed in recent months. The website will continue to 
develop and in due course is intended to be fully interactive.  
 

Further Information 
For further information, please visit SCTõs website at www.speakerscornertrust.org or 
contact SCTõs director, Peter Bradley, at              
                   

Speakersõ Corner Trust 
T: 0207 870 9595  
E: peterbradley@speakerscornertrust.org 
 

Speakersõ Corner Trust is a registered charity no. 112091 and a limited company registered in England and Wales no. 6116102. 

A range of city centre locations is currently being considered for 
Nottinghamõs new Speakersõ Corner, the first in the UK outside 
London. The newly refurbished Market Square is one of the options. 

Members of the Falun Gong religious 
movement banned in China campaign 
for human rights at Pragueõs Speakersõ 
Corner 


