SPEAKERS” CORNER TRUST

NEWSLETTER
December 2007

OSpeaker s & alnstopremote ffee expréssion, puld debate and active
citizenship as a means of revitalising civil society in the UK and supporting its
develp ment i n emerging democr ad

Introduction

This time | ast year, Speakersd Corner Trust v
have concluded a highly successful consultation with some fifty organisations including think tanks,
NGOs and Governmg departments, recruited an advisory council of distinguished politicians,
academics, journalists and othérsluding most recently John Micklethwait, editdhefEconomist

- been incorporated as a4hat-profit company, achieved charitable staagsired our first grants,
developed our new websitenline from 20 December aivw.speakerscornertrust.org and

undertaken our first UK pilot project in Nottingham.

Now we are looking forward to a ng&ar in which we will be launching the Nottingham project
and, as funding allows, expanding both our UK and international programmes.

Speakersdo Corner Nottingham
In July SCT wrote to some forty civic and community leaders in Nottingham to gauge ahteir supp

for a Speakersd®é Corner initiative in their ci
have taken place with many of them over the intervening months with several pledging their own
personal commitment andsdomribigiannoghe prgjeste s t hei r o

Public support has also been very encouraging.

In October, the Royal Society of Arts organised

y a Coffee House Challenge (CHCan RSA

initiative designed to bring people together to

talk about community issuds test omion on
SCTO0s proposal s.

The event was hosted by Starbucks, one of the
CHCOs sponsor s, at a cof
Nottingham. It was a great success with an
impressive attendance of local people of all ages

and backgrounds expressing enthusiasmeor th
Speakers®& Corner project
original ideas on how to take it forward.

There was also broad consensus about the need to bring people together to discuss anything from
global warming to the most local of isswe®l particularly thoseno have had little opportunity in

the past to speak or be heamln d agr eement too about the proj
important community focus and a new image for Nottingham.


http://www.speakerscornertrust.org/

Now a Nottingham Speaker s0 Qaivendd the pQldianmi t t ee
private and voluntary sectors and the community is being established to guide the project
over the longer term and will meet formally for the first time in the new year.

SCT is working in close partnership

with the City Council oplans for a

major launch which will include the

inauguration of the first formal

Speakersd Corner in the UK since an
Act of Parliament in 1872 cleared the

way for the original at Hyde Park

Corner.

The launch, scheduled for late
February, will also featu an

ambitious ngramme of publ A range of city centre locationscigrently beig considered for
debates designed to engage a bl Notti nghamds n e vhe firg inthé Bk auiide
crosssect i on of N o t London. The newly refurbished Market Square is one of the of

communities.

Pl ans for SCT6s National Launch
Progress over the |l ast year in deve
and, in particular its Nottihgm pilot, have provided the platform for
the charityds nati onal l aunch whi ch

offered to host.

£ Dates are currently being sought in the Spring of 2008 for an event

e which wil|l feature the i nawdagur al me
foll owed by a major reception on the
magnificent office building at Canary Wharf.

Website
SCT6s new website wildl play an increasingly
the Speakersd Corner prtwmject develops, provi

local communities on how to promote new projects as well as
information, ideas and resources for those already running.

It will also provide a platform for communication and debate
for the developing network of | ocal Speaker
in the UKand overseas.

A temporary website was launched in July but it has now
been expanded to include a range of the materials whicl \embers of the Falun Gong religio
has developed in recent months. The website will contin movement banneth China campaigt
develop and in due course is intended to be fully interaci fCO r- human riQmhe sk
orner
Further Information
For further i nfor mat i owww.speadkerscarertrugtiorgor t SCT0os
cont act S @4 Bradidy,atect or ,
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