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Introduction

Work on developing the Speakers’ Corner project has been deliberately painstaking. Over
the last year, we have been defining and refining the concept and creating a vehicle, the
Speakers’” Corner Trust, and a model through which to deliver individual projects.

At the same time, we have been consulting with and building support for our initiative
among a wide range of organisations, from Government departments and national
institutions such as the Royal Society of Arts and Chatham House, to think tanks, NGOs
and individuals in the universities, politics, journalism and business, many of whom have
joined our Advisory Council.

In February, Speakers’ Corner Trust was incorporated as a not-for-profit company and we
hope to be granted charitable status in the course of the summer.

Now, with our first significant grants, from the Esmee Fairbairn Foundation and the
Innovations Fund of the Ministry of Justice, we are ready to undertake our first pilot project
in the UK, in Nottingham.

Speaker sd Cor dtReffirstlUK piloti n g h.a m

Nottingham has been chosen as SCT’s first pilot because of its status as
a major city with a rich historical and industrial heritage, its long
association with the reform movement, and, not least, because of the
rich diversity of its communities.

In addition, Nottingham City Council is keen to consider the creation
of a designated Speakers’ Corner on the spectacularly refurbished
Market Square in the heart of the city.

Nottingham Council House viewed
across the new Market Square.
Photo: Dom Henry




SPEAKERSGS®G

CORN

PATRON

Vaclav Havel
former President of the Czech Republic

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Rt Hon Jack Straw MP (chair)
Secretary of State for Justice

Lord Best of Godmanstone
President,
Local Government Association

Fiona Booth
Chief Executive, Hansard Society

Stephen Coleman
Professor of Political Communications,
University of Leeds

Clare Ettinghausen
Deputy Chief Executive,
Electoral Commission

Sunder Katwala
General Secretary, Fabian Society

Glenys Kinnock MEP
Labour

Ruth Lea
Director, Centre for Policy Studies

John Lloyd

Contributing Editor, Financial Tinezsl Director of

Journalism at the Reuters Institute, Oxford

Emma MacLennan
Director, John Smith Memorial Trust

Rosemary Martin
Company Secretary, Reuters

Peter Riddell
Assistant Editor, The Times

Michael Smyth
Partner, Clifford Chance

Matthew Taylor
Chief Executive, Royal Society of Arts

Stephen Twigg
Director, Foreign Policy Centre

Lord Tyler of Linkinhorne
Liberal Democrat

Paul Wilkinson
Professor of International Relations,
University of St Andrews

Lord Wright of Richmond
former Head of the Diplomatic Service

David Young
Managing Director, Oxford Analytica

Rt Hon Sir George Young MP
Conservative

TRUSTEES

Peter Bradley
Paul Dimoldenberg
Euan Edworthy
David Pitt-Watson
Adrian Wheeler

SCT is now working with the Council and others to
identify partners in the public, private and voluntary
sectors and the individuals from a cross section of
the Nottingham community who will make up the
local Speakers’ Corner Committee which Wil
ultimately manage the initiative. It is hoped that the
project will be up and running in the autumn.

As funding allows, SCT plans to undertake further
pilots both in the UK and overseas.

The Educational Programme

Meanwhile, SCT is working with Stephen Coleman,
Professor of Political Communications at the
University of Leeds and a member of SCT’s
advisory council, to develop an educational package
for schools, colleges and as a lifelong learning
resource.

The material will aim to

provide an
understanding of the
history of free speech

feature extensive
examples of how
democratic expression
can make a difference

el VN : set out practical
SCT’s first Speakers’ Corner, gl'“dance ‘_)n hOW to
established in Prague in 2004 speak, listen and

conduct meetings,

both online and offline

invite students (and others) into discussion
about the best ways of conducting debate

guide users to other useful resources.

A detailed prospectus for the programme will be
drawn up over the summer with a view to
developing the resources and discussing their
incorporation into the national curriculum with the
Department for Children, Schools & Families in the
autumn.
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we are to have free speech and what an
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celebration of that freedom and a vital tool
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Website

Work is also under way to develop the SCT website
which will not just feature information about the Trust
and its activities but also provide an invaluable resource
for the network of Speakers’ Corner projects as it
develops.

The website will

provide guidance on the running of Speakers’
Corners

showcase best practice and local innovation

suggest topics for debate and provide balanced
briefings on them

carry news of national and local Speakers’ Corner
events

provide an archive of the principal issues raised or
consensus reached in local debates

feature audio or audio-visual recordings of local
debates

link the network of local Speakers” Corners

host online discussions and debates on issues
related to its objectives

provide a register of speakers prepared to lead or
facilitate debate.

It will also offer opportunities for third parties to propose
and facilitate debates and provide resources and links for
participants both before and after the Speakers’ Corner
event has taken place. A number of think tanks have
already expressed interest in contributing to this
programme.

Similarly, debate or consultation on topical issues could
be stimulated simultaneously across the network of local
Speakers” Corners via the SCT website (or on their own)
by a wide range of organisations, including governments,
political parties or faith or interest groups.

Funding

SCT has only recently, with the conclusion of its
consultation programmes and the adoption of its first
pilot, been in a position to seek funding for its core
activities.

Grants have already been awarded by the Esmee
Fairbairn Foundation and Ministry of Justice and
applications are now being made to other potential
funding bodies in both the charitable and corporate
sectors.
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Centre for Policy Studies

“We are delighted to support the Speakers Corner Trust. As a
think-tank, we believe it is hugely important to encourage
people to exchange and explore ideas in an open, rational, and
intelligent way. Free debate is a critical means to engaging
people in the political process, and promoting a healthy and
vibrant democracy.” Ruth Lea, Director

Community Development Foundation

“The Speakers’ Corner concept is one which could help make
politics 'fun' again in a serious sort of way... and encourage
participation and engagement.” Tom Levitt MP, Chair

Institute for Public Policy Research (IPPR)

“The Speaker's Corner initiative, aimed at promoting face to
face public debate is both timely and important and deserves
every success.” Ben Rogers, Associate Director, Democrad

Involve

“Speaker's Corner. .. with its emphasis on creating new spaces
for civic debate and deliberation makes a valuable
contribution to the participation sector in the UK”
Edward\ndersson, Projects Manager

Local Government Association

"Developing new platforms for debate and providing new
opportunities for involving people in the life of their
communities are immensely important objectives. Local
government has a key role to play in rebuilding active
citizenship and much to gain from it. That's why

I’'m delighted to support the Speakers' Corner Trust in the
timely and very significant work it is doing."

Matthew Warburtdead dbtrategy

National Association of Local Councils (NALC)

“The Speakers’ Corner Project ...is of great interest to those of
us involved and interested in democratic participation. ..
NALC is happy to endorse and be involved with the Speakers’
Corner Project and has great affinity to the goals to which it
aspires.” Michael Green, Head of Policy & Parliamentary A

New Local Government Network

“Reinvigorating neighbourhood interaction and the civic
space is essential for community empowerment and
devolution, which is why at the New Local Government
Network we look forward to seeing Speakers’” Corners
emerging wherever possible. Local politics should be about an
exchange of views — and information — between residents and
those they elect to represent them, and where better to hold
people to account and air opinions than at a Speakers’
Corner.” Chris Leslie, Director

Royal Society of Arts (RSA)

“I think Speakers’ Corner is an excellent idea. I am glad to
lend the support of the RSA and I really hope local RSA
groups can get behind making it happen in towns and cities
across the UK.” Matthew Taylor, Chief Executive

Social Market Foundation

"The Speaker's Corner Project provides an important
contribution in its encouragement of free speech, open debate
and political engagement - activities that are too often taken
for granted and neglected in the UK today. The Social Market
Foundation is happy to endorse the project and its goals at
home and abroad and wishes it every success."

Dr Simon Griffiths, Senior Research Fellow
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International Programme

Amnesty International

“I would like to congratulate you for this
brilliant idea. I consider it as a powerful
pioneering initiative and a highly important
project in securing a permanent platform of
free speech all around the world.

Umit OzturkChairmadpurnalists Network

Foreign Policy Centre
“It looks really impressive and | would be
keen for FPC to work with you on this.”

Stephen Twigg, Director

John Smith Memorial Trust

“The Speakers Corner Project is not just
about finding a public space for discussion
and free expression. Its aims go well beyond
this. It seeks a commitment to the principle
of open debate, and hopes to encourage
more active public engagement in the
process of government. Strong governments
have nothing to fear, and much to gain,
from opposition and different viewpoints.
This project addresses an important and too
often forgotten principle and test of
democracy: freedom of criticism and
persuasion.” Emma MacLennan, Director

Policy Network

“Polig Networitrongly supports the
concept of Speakers’ Corners in enhancing
civil rights and the development of
democracy across the world. Successful
societies depend on forums that can foster
tolerance, mutual respect and a capacity for
agreement on major challenges for the
future. The Speakers’ Corner Trust will
make an important contribution to that
end”. Patrick Diamond, Director

Corporate Supporters

SCT has already received important pro bono
support from Clifford Chance, the leading law
firm, and the international press agency Reuters.

Clifford Chance has provided invaluable advice
on SCT’s legal structure and both Clifford Chance
and Reuters have agreed to provide continuing
support both in the UK and throughout their
worldwide networks.

SCT is now seeking to negotiate agreements with
other companies of similar reputation and global
reach.

SCT has benefited too from the pro bono
support of smaller companies, including JR Smith
on business planning and Department of Design
which developed the SCT’s corporate identity.

Partners

Over the past nine months, SCT has conducted
two highly successful rounds of consultation with
over 50 organisations. Many of them — including
the Local Government Association, the Institute
for Public Policy Research, the Social Market
Foundation, the Foreign Policy Centre and
Chatham House — have offered their support, for
example in hosting events, providing specialist
advice or contributing information to SCT’s
website and speakers to Speakers’ Corner debates.

SCT has developed a particularly close
relationship with the Royal Society of Arts. The
RSA has already featured the Speakers’ Corner

project in its house magazine, the RSA Journaind has undertaken to enlist the support of
its 26,000 members — and in some cases provide seed corn funding — for local initiatives.

Further Information

If you would like to know more about the Speakers” Corner Trust and its work or would like
to support it in any way, please contact the director, Peter Bradley, at

Speaker sd
T: 0207 870 9595

Corner

Trust, 10 Upper

E: peterbradley@speakerscornertrust.org
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