THE PROJECT BRIEF

: ‘Speakers’ Corner for the 21st Century’

: To write a paper discussing the relationship between
public debate and public space

: To develop and test a prototype Speakers’ Corner in
Lichfield in collaboration with the Lichfield College of
Arts, the Lichfield Speakers’ Corner Committee and
other local stakeholders and in consultation with the
public.

To record the process and exhibit the outcomes in the
edge gallery, Lichfield College
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Course Director MA CPfNE The course offers an innovative approach to
creating spaces that tell stories through multi-
disciplinary team work. It pioneers collaborative
practice among designers, curators, writers and

project managers.
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Many thanks to Allan Parsons for
his contributions to the research

and to Sarah Rabia for her help in
editing the copy.

The paper discusses the history of, and current
thinking on, the public sphere in relation to public
space. It looks at contemporary art and design
practices dealing with public debate in the public
realm and suggests a design methodology for
Speakers’ Corner for the 21st Century.

Desk research revealed a history of arguments
about the relationship between public space and
the public realm. We discovered writers, artists,
urban planners and government initiatives all
working in this area.
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: Through the work on the academic paper, we identified
interesting precedents of several innovative artists and
design practices thatare exploring alternative ways of
designing and sustaining spaces that are co-designed with
the public, inviting debate and engagement from the very
beginning of the project.
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OUR APPROACH
: THE DESIGN



: Diagram to demonstrate how e



: lllustrations to show how diffe




configuration of
the chose

lllustrative view of a possible use and configuration of speakers corner

Team brainstorming with initial test models



Schematic model of the proposed idea on site to demonstrate
how the space at Dam Street would be used




OUR APPROACH :
: CO-DESIGN
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Colours present in the immediate environment

The suggested colour scheme




: Co-design workshop site analysis

We facilitated a' workshop with Lichfield College

art students, where we explored whether Lichfield’s
Speakers’ Corner should be permanent or not, how
many modules/it should have, where on site it should
be located, how it should be configured and what
should be its materials and colours.




: Co-design workshop role play

Exploring how different Lichfield audiences
might want to use Speakers’ Corner



CONSULTATION MEETING
with Lichfield Speakers’
Corner Trust Founding
Committee.
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PROTOTYPE TESTING
with Lichfield District
Youth Forum / Young
People of Today







: Making and testing a prototype on site with Lichfield College art
students and city stakeholders

: An interactive exhibition documenting the co-design process,
and offering city stakeholders and the public further
opportunities to debate the proposals

: Through site testing and the exhibition, further exploring how
the design can encourage the use of the space for debate and
how it can accommodate and facilitate both spontaneous and
planned events




