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Fair Votes or Firm Government? Do We Have to Choose?
This Bibliography

The British Library is providing background information and sources for further reading about each topic featured in Speakers’ Corner Trust’s Forum for Debate.

The focus of each bibliography will be on recent work that is accessible to someone with a general interest in the topic. It does not aim to be comprehensive, and does not cover in detail works written mainly for professional and academic audiences. All of the references in this resource guide are to materials that are either available without charge through the internet, or that may be accessed at the Library reading rooms in London. Many should also be readily available through local public libraries or bookshops.

Speakers’ Corner Trust is a registered charity which promotes free expression and public debate. The Forum for Debate series is intended to cover issues of general public interest, with invited contributions from policy workers, commentators, academics and campaigners on either side of the debate. More information can be found on the Speakers’ Corner website at:

http://www.speakerscornertrust.org/forum/forum-for-debate/ 
More bibliographies from The British Library can be found at: http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelpsubject/socsci/topbib/bibliographies.html 
The topic: Fair Votes or Firm Government? Do We Have to Choose?
Elections to the House of Commons in the UK are conducted according to system commonly called “First Past The Post” (FPTP). According to this, the country is divided into constituencies represented by one Member of Parliament. Every registered voter in each constituency has one vote to cast in the election, and may choose from the list of prospective parliamentary candidates for that constituency. The candidate who receives the most votes is elected and represents every member of his or her constituency in Parliament. Supporters of this system ascribe several advantages: it is easy to understand; it tends to result in governments where one party has a majority; and there is a strong local link between the Member of Parliament and the constituency that he or she represents. 
The main source of criticism for FPTP has been that it is possible for candidates to be elected with only a relatively small proportion of the votes cast in their constituency. Voters who do not support either of the two most popular parties in a constituency may feel left out from the election, and there is little room for expressions of support for minority parties. Concern that potential voters may be increasingly alienated from the electoral system (and Parliament) has been fuelled by a decline in voter turnout over the past 10 years. For these, and other, reasons, there has been interest in changing this system, to allow for the results of elections to better reflect the proportion of votes cast for particular parties across larger areas.
In the past 13 years, the UK has experienced significant constitutional change. The establishment of regional assemblies in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland provide an opportunity to evaluate systems of voting. Members of the Scottish Parliament and Welsh Assembly are elected according to an Additional Member System (AMS) which combines a FPTP element in constituencies with proportional selection from groups of constituencies. Elections to the National Ireland Assembly, and to local councils in Scotland, are by the Single Transferable Vote method. Elections to these bodies, and also European Parliamentary and London Mayoral elections, have provided an opportunity to study how alternatives to FPTP work in the UK, and how the different types of government produced behave. 
Books and reports

The Report of the Independent Commission on the Voting System., Parliamentary Paper October 1998, Cm4090-I & Cm4090-II

available online at: http://www.archive.official-documents.co.uk/document/cm40/4090/4090.htm 

Chaired by the Rt Hon Lord Jenkins of Hillhead, the commission was charged with recommending an alternative to the existing system for electing MPs, that could then be put to a public referendum. Propositions were required to follow requirements of: broad proportionality, need for stable government, extension of voter choice, and a link between MPs and geographical constituencies. The report begins with a useful glossary of the different forms of voting considered. 

The Report of the Richard Commission: Commission on the Powers and Electoral Arrangements of the National Assembly for Wales. 2004. Cardiff: National Assembly for Wales 
available in the British Library at: m04/22294

also available online at: http://www.richardcommission.gov.uk/content/template.asp?ID=/content/finalreport/index-e.asp 
The Commission ran for two years from 2002 and examined questions relating to the size of the Assembly, what powers it should have, and also whether the voting system was sufficiently representative. The conclusion of the commission was that, if the size of the Assembly was to grow, then the voting system should change to a Single Transferable Vote.  
Putting Citizens First: Boundaries, Voting and Representation in Scotland. January 2006. Edinburgh: The Stationery Office.
available online at: http://www.scotlandoffice.gov.uk/scotlandoffice/files/Final%20version%20of%20report.pdf 

The Commission on Boundary Differences and Voting Systems was set up to examine the effectiveness, and make recommendations for changes to, both the boundaries for different elections and for voting systems. There are differences in both for elections to the Scottish, UK and European parliaments. The Commission found that the differences in systems used for elections were not necessarily a disincentive to voting, and that other factors had an influence on participation. It recommended some alterations to the voting system for the Scottish Parliament, but did not find any advantage to moving to Single Transferable Vote. 

Review of Voting Systems: the experience of new voting systems in the United Kingdom since 1997., Parliamentary Paper January 2008, Cm7304
available online at: http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/voting-systems-review.htm
The review covered three elections to national bodies in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, and two elections to the European Parliament, London Mayor and Greater London Authority. The purpose of the review was to collect evidence and commentary published on the elections, and also to consider research on comparable voting systems in other countries (for example Netherlands, Germany, Italy, and Sweden). The report describes the systems used, and also provides hypothetical results for the 2005 UK general election if conducted under different methods proposed. 
Ballinger, C., with commentaries by Rogers, B., Ritchie, K. & Margetts, H. 2006. Democracy and Voting. London: Hansard Society.

available in the British Library at: YC.2009.a.6739

also available online at: http://www.hansardsociety.org.uk/blogs/publications/archive/2007/10/13/Democracy-and-Voting.aspx 

A discussion on whether compulsory voting would improve democratic engagement. Dr Ken Ritchie’s contribution argues for reform to the electoral system as a better way of defending engagement.

Baston, L. & Ritchie, K. 2007. Britain’s Experience of Electoral Systems. London: Electoral Reform Society.

available in the British Library at: YC.2008.b.1204

also available online at: http://electoral-reform.org.uk/downloads/experiencesofelectoralsystems.pdf
A review of voting systems used in Britain since 1997, assessing their strengths according to similar criteria to that used by the Independent Commission on the Voting System (see above). The publication was motivated by a desire to ensure that the choice of voting system for the UK parliament was informed by a wider public debate.
Blais, A. ed. 2008. To keep or to change First Past the Post? The Politics of Electoral Reform. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

available in the British Library Social Sciences Reading Room at: SPIS 324.63

The essays in this book examine why in different countries there are varying levels of interest in reform, and also why some attempts at reform are successful, while others change. The chapters are developed from a conference held in Montreal in 2006, and consider the UK, US, Canada and New Zealand. 
Denver, D. 2007. Electoral Geography and Elector Systems. In D. Denver. Elections and Voters in Britain. 2nd edition. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.  

available in the British Library Social Sciences Reading Room at: SPIS 324.941085

Dorey, P. 2008. The Labour Party and Constitutional Reform: A History of Constitutional Conservatism. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.
available in the British Library Social Sciences Reading Room at: SPIS 324.2410709

As the title suggests, Dorey argues that the Labour party has historically not afforded a high priority to questions of constitutional reform. He is critical of the planning of the apparently radical reforms of the Labour government from 1997- 2007, and argues that attitudes towards further reform of electoral systems for Westminster have been influenced by setbacks for the Labour party in elections to regional assemblies, and in the first London mayoral elections.
Dryzek, J.S., & Dunleavy, P. 2009. Competitive Electoral Politics. In J.S. Dryzek & P. Dunleavy. Theories of the Democratic State. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.

available in the British Library Social Sciences Reading Room at: SPIS 321.801

This chapter examines the theories and methods used in studying elections and electoral systems. It describes the models used to explain how systems influence voter behaviour, and the structure and behaviour of political parties. It also describes what happens in a legislature after the members have been elected.
Dunleavy, P. & Margetts, H. 2005. The impact of UK electoral systems. In Norris, P. & Wlezien, C. ed. Britain Votes 2005. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
available in the British Library Social Sciences Reading Room at: OPL 324.941086

This chapter describes methods for analysing voter choice, showing how these can be applied to the 2005 election results. There is also a discussion of alternative electoral systems, theories of how these are chosen in countries, and a simulation of how different systems would have affected the outcome of the 2005 election.
Facey, P., Rigby, B., & Runswick, A. ed. 2008. Unlocking Democracy: 20 years of Charter 88. London: Politicos.
available in the British Library Social Sciences Reading Room at: SPIS 321.80941
This collection of essays covers many current issues relating to democracy in the UK, including reform of the House of Lords, electoral reform, privacy and freedom of information. Contributors include Gordon Brown, David Cameron and Nick Clegg.

Gallagher, M. & Mitchell, P. ed. 2005. The Politics of Electoral Systems. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

available in the British Library Social Sciences Reading Room at: SPIS 324.63

A detailed and wide-ranging survey of electoral systems across the world. The appendix includes a useful list of websites related to elections and electoral systems, and there is also a glossary of terms used in describing electoral systems.

Independent Commission on PR., 2003. Changed Voting Changed Politics: Lessons of Britain’s experience of PR since 1997. London: Constitution Unit, UCL.

available online at: http://www.ucl.ac.uk/constitution-unit/files/108_icpr_final.pdf 
The commission was set up to examine the experience of different voting systems introduced in Britain from 1997 for elections to devolved administrations, Greater London Authority and European Parliament. The review encompassed attitudes of voters and politicians, and examined how the Scottish Parliament and Welsh Assembly have functioned under proportional representation voting systems. 
LeDuc, L. Niemi, R.G. & Norris, P., 2010. Comparing Democracies 3: elections and voting in the 21st Century. London: Sage.

available in the British Library Social Sciences Reading Room at: SPIS 324

A detailed and critical introduction to the global study of elections, with chapters written on themes relating to electoral law, systems, communication, candidate selection and voter behaviour.

Lundberg, T.C. 2007. Proportional Representation and the Constituency Role in Britain. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.

available in the British Library Social Sciences Reading Room at: SPIS 328.4107347

Elections to the Scottish Parliament and Welsh Assembly have been conducted using a Mixed Member Proportional system, resulting in some candidates being elected to represent a constituency, and others selected from party lists. Members selected from lists have been subjected to criticisms that they are “second class” representatives, lacking a link to a constituency. This book is based on research into the activities of such representatives, and suggests that they play a different but complimentary role in constituencies. The book also provides a comparison of Scottish and Welsh systems with similar systems in New Zealand and Germany.
Norton, P. 1998. Power to the people: the case for retaining our voting system. Conservative Policy Forum.

available in the British Library at: 3418.585000 2

An overview of arguments in favour of First Past The Post. Norton argues that this electoral system is the most common across the world, is the most effective in representing voter preferences, and provides the most robust means of ensuring accountability in government.
Reynolds, A., Reilly, B. & Ellis, A. 2005. Electoral System Design: the new international IDEA handbook. Stockholm: International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance.

available in the British Library at: YC.2006.a.2585

also available online at: http://www.idea.int/publications/esd/index.cfm 
This is written as a guide for people designing new electoral systems, and provides an explanation for different systems in use and a summary of their strengths and weaknesses. It uses case studies from around the world to demonstrate the consequences of choosing different types of electoral systems.
Seidle, F.L. & Docherty, D.C. ed. 2003. Reforming Parliamentary Democracy. Montreal & Kingston: McGill-Queens University Press. 

available in the British Library Social Sciences Reading Room at: SPIS 328.304

Chapters review recent experience and how reforms did (or did not) happen in Canada, the UK, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. One of the motivations of the research behind this book was an attempt to understand why Canadian institutions had moved so little from the traditional Westminster model of parliament.
Strom, K. 1990 (reprinted 2008). Minority Government and Majority Rule. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
available in the British Library Social Sciences Reading Room at: SPIS 321.8043

A study of more than 350 post-war governments. Strom uses case studies from Norway and Italy to challenge the view that minority governments are unstable or ineffective.
White, I., 2010. AV and electoral reform., House of Commons Library Standard Note SN/PC/05317

available online at: http://www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/research/briefings/snpc-05317.pdf 
Background information to parliamentary debates on electoral reform and a proposed referendum on reform to the voting system used to elect MPs. 
Journals

The following journals are a good source for current research and commentary on different voting systems and other issues related to electoral reform. They can be particularly useful for finding out more about systems and debates in other countries, and for comparing electoral systems. 

The following is not an exhaustive list, but is a good place to start. All of these journals are held by the Library. Many are indexed by the databases listed at the end of this guide. Special issues, and selected articles of interest, have been noted in the following list.

Audit of Political Engagement

available online at: http://www.hansardsociety.org.uk/blogs/parliament_and_government/pages/Audit-of-Political-Engagement.aspx
This is an annual survey of UK interest, satisfaction and participation, in politics. From 2008, the audits have included a focus on a particular area affecting political engagement. Issue 5, 2008, looks at attitudes to the UK’s constitutional structure, and appetites for change. 
Commonwealth and Comparative Politics

Special issue 43(3), November 2005. Political Culture, Representation and Electoral Systems in the Pacific Islands.
Electoral Studies

Government and Opposition

Recent article:
Renwick, A. 2009. How likely is proportional representation in the House of Commons? Lessons from International Experience. 44 (4). pp 366- 384.

Parliamentary Affairs

Special issue 62(4), October 2009. Charter 88 and the constitutional reform movement: twenty years on.
Political Quarterly

Recent articles:
Clark, A. & Bennie, L. 2008. Electoral Reform and Party Adaptation: The Introduction of the Single Transferable Vote in Scotland. 79(2). pp 241- 251.

Kelly, R. 2008. It’s Only Made Things Worse: A Critique of Electoral Reform in Britain. 79(2). pp 260- 268.

Regional and Federal Studies

Volume 17 part 1, 2007, contained papers from a conference ‘The constituency role of parliamentarians in Scotland and Wales: comparative perspectives on devolution and additional member electoral systems’.
Representation

Volume 44 part 4, 2008, focuses on the 2007 local elections in Scotland. Articles cover the proportional system of voting, coalition governments and intra-party democracy.
Special issue 43(4), November 2007. Electoral system changes compared: Current developments.

News and current debate

Vernon Bogdanor, ‘The era of two tribes is over whoever wins – This election presents the greatest challenge to our traditional way of government for 100 years’, The Times, 16 April 2010.

available online at: http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/columnists/guest_contributors/article7099069.ece 
‘The electorate deserves a fairer voting system’, The Independent, 10 February 2010.

Reporting on the passing of an amendment to the Constitutional Reform Bill in the House of Commons, that would allow for a referendum on an alternative vote system. The amendment was subsequently dropped in the later stages of transition from bill to act.
‘1997 Revisited: explaining Gordon Brown’s mysterious new enthusiasm for electoral reform’, The Economist, 6 February 2010.

Polly Toynbee, ‘It’s late – but praise Brown for trying to make votes count: Even if it changes little this time, embracing electoral reform shows Labour can still shed its old skin and start again’, The Guardian, 6 February 2010.

‘Brown promises to push through law before election to pave way for referendum on voting reform’, The Guardian, 3 February 2010.

‘Two cheers for a little bit more democracy’, The Independent, 3 February 2010.

‘Voting reform plan faces Tory resistance’, The Independent, 3 February 2010.

Towards a new politics, speech by Gordon Brown to the Institute for Public Policy Research, 2 February 2010.

Text and audio recording is available online at: http://www.ippr.org/events/archive.asp?id=3866&fID=283   
Roy Hattersley, ‘Horse trading may be a radical’s best hope – Labour’s obsession with the suburbs has made the party anodyne. PR could help it to rediscover its progressive roots’, The Times, 16 September 2009.

Tom Watson, ‘My rethink on voting reform: I used to fight to retain our electoral system. Now I see it as central to our democratic rupture’, The Guardian, 11 June 2009.

Simon Jenkins, ‘This voting revolution leads back to the arms of the Westminster club: Far from delivering the devolved politics that its supporters want, PR is a recipe for entrenching undemocratic elites’, The Guardian, 5 June 2009.

David Lipsey, ‘Let the public decide on PR’, The Independent, 30 May 2009.

Angus Macleod, ‘Electoral reform isn’t the cure for MPs – just ask Holyrood’, The Times, 30 May 2009.

David Blunkett, ‘PR is a recipe for feebleness, horse-trading and stitch-ups: we need to be bold, but the proportional miracle cure would backfire, with voters disempowered and governments weakened’, The Guardian, 29 May 2009.

Resources on the web

ACE Electoral Knowledge Network

http://aceproject.org/
ACE was set up by United Nations bodies and other national bodies responsible for elections in their own countries. It aims to promote transparent election processes that gain the trust of participants. Their website provides a very large amount of data, including an encyclopaedia of elections, and comparative data on the conduct of elections across the world. 
German Bundestag: How votes are translated into seats

http://www.bundestag.de/htdocs_e/bundestag/elections/arithmetic/index.html
An explanation of how national elections in Germany work. 

International IDEA – Electoral System Design

http://www.idea.int/esd/index.cfm
IDEA is the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral assistance. The Electoral System Design page contains a database comparing systems across 200 countries, and descriptions of different systems used. There are links to other databases, and resources for examining how different electoral systems affect voter turnout and representation of women and minority groups. 
New Statesman – Electoral Reform

http://www.newstatesman.com/subjects/electoral-reform
Articles from New Statesman magazine in favour of changing the voting system. These include contributions from Roy Hattersley, Vernon Bogdanor and Peter Tatchell. Included are a “bluffers guide” to electoral systems, and an analysis of how reform would have changed the outcome of the 2005 election.
Two Ticks? Too Easy! – MMP Basics (Elections New Zealand)

http://www.elections.org.nz/voting/mmp/two-ticks-too-easy.html
Guide for voters in New Zealand on how Mixed Member Proportional representation works. Other pages on the website explain the background to electoral reform in New Zealand.

The history of electoral reform in the UK

Britain and Ireland have had a long and active history of campaigning for electoral change. From the Chartist movement in the mid 19th century, through campaigns for womens suffrage, to the calls for electoral reform today, people have conducted campaigns in written and spoken forms. The British Library holds a vast wealth of material relating to the history of electoral reform, including the following materials:
Official Publications – Read the reports of commissions and enquiries into all aspects of voting reform, the text of bills and acts, and the debates in Parliament.
Newspapers and journals – Our collections include regional as well as national press, and publications from reform societies, from the eighteenth century to the present day. 

Read more about how newspapers reported on the 19th Century Chartist movement to reform democracy, at: http://newspapers.bl.uk/blcs/page.do?page=/researchguide.jspx&docPage=topicguide/blcs_10.htm 
Sound Recordings – Listen to Christabel Pankhurst call for the enfranchisement of women in 1908 at http://sounds.bl.uk/View.aspx?item=024M-1CL0025836XX-0100V0.xml# 
You can find out more about some of our “star items” in the history of electoral reform at our Taking Liberties website:

http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/takingliberties/staritems.html 

How the Library can help you to find out more about this topic
The British Library holds reports, books and journals from all over the world, covering many issues of importance to the way we live our lives. Much of this is recorded in our Library Catalogue at http://catalogue.bl.uk . We also provide current awareness services and subscribe to databases that you can use to keep up to date with current research. Some of these services that are relevant to the study of communities, markets and the state are listed below:

BL Direct

available online at: http://direct.bl.uk 

This is an index of journal articles published during the last 5 years across a wide range of subjects. All the journals listed within this service can be read at the Library. You can also choose to buy copies of articles to read online.

Specialist databases
The Library subscribes to a range of specialised databases that gather together information about current and past research published in a very wide range of books, journals and other publications. You will need a Readers Pass and come in to the Library to use these resources. The reference team will be able to give you advice on using these when you are in the Reading Room. Databases that will help you include: 

International Political Science Abstracts – details of academic research on all areas of politics, from the UK and across the world.

International Bibliography of the Social Sciences – details of books and journal articles written on a range of topics including politics, economics, and sociology.

How to get a reader's pass
You will need a reader's pass to visit our Reading Rooms. Details on how to do this, and what information you will need to bring with you, can be found at: http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/inrrooms/stp/register/stpregister.html 
Social Sciences Reading Room

For more help on using the social sciences collections at The British Library, contact our Enquiry team at social-sciences@bl.uk  
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